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JAMBO!
Welcome to the latest issue of Reasons Why I Love Kenya, and after an
absence of two years, we now have an e-version for a better and wider
reach to our diverse audiences.
These last two years have been difficult for everyone involved in tourism, and Kenya has, like
much of Africa, been negatively impacted by lockdowns and global travel restrictions as a result
of Covid-19 pandemic.
Enhanced measures and protocols to tame the coronavirus as well as vaccination has paid off
and resumption of economic activities including the hospitality business has been witnessed. Now
brighter times lay ahead.
During these hard times of the pandemic, destination Kenya took the opportunity to re-focus,
broaden and re-evaluate its tourism proposition; emerging stronger and better placed as visitors
return to one of Africa’s truly great destinations.
Kenya has so much to offer and this issue of Reasons Why I love Kenya highlights our many
unique attractions and incredible life-changing experiences.
In particular, and in this issue, we turn the spotlight on adventure, acknowledging that many
younger (and not so young) visitors now seek something more exhilarating than a purely passive
encounter with East Africa.
So those looking for low-impact thrills and spills can enjoy paddling with dolphins,
white-water kayaking and rafting, fly-fishing high up on the slopes of
Mount Kenya, Mara biking, mountain climbing, abseiling, kite-surfing –
to pick just a selection.
That’s not to say that our world-renowned parks and reserves and
our powder-white Indian Ocean beaches are not still tops with
visitors. They are, but we are eager to showcase that Kenya is so
much more.
We hope you enjoy reading this latest on-line edition of Reasons Why
I love Kenya.

Dr Betty Addero Radier
Chief Executive Officer, Kenya Tourism Board

www.magicalkenya.com
@magicalkenya
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KARIBU
We have resumed, with more
Reasons Why I Love Kenya!
It has been a ‘leave’ of time, with its challenges and opportunities for learning. Most importantly,
the Magical Kenya destination has been resilient.
Kenya’s Tourism, Travel and Hospitality industry made it through 2020 and 2021 with aplomb,
and I am impressed by Kenya's tourism's resilience in the face of the Covid-19 pandemic. As we
embrace the normal thaw, we were all waiting for, let us embrace it with hope reflecting all that
we missed during the pandemic.
At KTF, being the lead of the private sector, we a anticipate favourable business environment as
we all try to bloom from the pandemic’s effects, we will work effectively with all relevant entities
for the success of the industry and country as a whole.
The return of the 'Reasons Why I Love Kenya' magazine is one of the significant measures to
re-establish the shared goal. Please join us in making this a success by
exploring the contents from the MagicalKenya lenses.
We are excited that you will enjoy the e-version of 17th edition of
Reasons Why I Love Kenya.

Fred Odek
Chairman, Kenya Tourism Federation

www.ktf.co.ke
@KenyaTourismFederation
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BE-LEISURE TOURISM

The perfect
combination
BE–LEISURE TOURISM
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BE-LEISURE TOURISM

W

hen you think of Kenya, you
probably think of the rich
savannas, forests and the
rugged terrain that covers much of the
country in an earthy blanket. You might
think of the warm blue sky, or the rich
history that surrounds the people here.
But did you know that Kenya is also a
place where business and leisure can
be combined to create an entirely new
experience?
We call this Be-Leisure tourism.
It is the concept of mixing business with
pleasure. In a nutshell, it means extending
your stay after a business trip to enjoy
some of the best that the destination has
to offer.
Kenya's Be-leisure tourism combines
conference/business events with leisure
activities. This means that you can enjoy
all the benefits of an industry event – like
networking, learning about emerging
trends or connecting with speakers – and
combine it with some of the best leisure
activities in the country.

Wildebeest herd
crossing the Mara River,
Masai Mara National
Reserve

Shutterstock.com

For example, if you're attending an event
that focuses on emerging technologies for
water conservation, you might be able to
schedule a weeklong post-event stay at a
luxury resort on Lake Naivasha where you
can go fishing and boating. Or maybe
your business specialises in healthcare for
low-income people, and you're looking for
inspiration from others who are working on
this issue. When you attend a conference

in Nairobi that focuses on this issue, you
can extend your stay to take a safari in
one of Kenya's national parks or game
reserves.
In either case, these are just two examples.
There are endless possibilities when it
comes to combining business travel with
leisure activities in Kenya.
Here are some picturesque locations where
you can attend a be-leisure conference:
Nairobi with its vibrant city life, nyama
choma and other delicious cuisine.
Mombasa with its white sandy beaches
and the beautiful ocean.
Masai Mara National Reserve with its
famed annual migration.
Lamu Island with its long history as a
trade hub and being a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
Lake Turkana with its vibrant festivals.
In addition to these incredible landscapes
and activities, Kenya offers some of the
finest luxury accommodation in Africa.
Where else can you lay your head on a
pillow, while feeling as though you have
just walked through the pages of National
Geographic?

EXPLORING
No doubt, a business trip should be more
than just work. The best way to find
out what Kenya has to offer is to spend
some time exploring the country yourself.
Whether you are looking for a romantic
getaway, a golfing holiday or a family
vacation, Kenya has a package that will
suit your needs.
The weather is perfect year-round, and
there are many opportunities to experience
authentic African culture through arts,
crafts and music. Also, you can even enjoy
a hot-air balloon ride over the Mara
before your next meeting. What could be
better than that?

Reasons Why I Love Kenya
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SECTIONTOURISM
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OCEAN TOURISM

WARM

WATER S

TEEMING WITH MARINE LIFE
The world has long known Kenya for its wonderful safaris and
its incredible wildlife offering, but there's another side of the
country that deserves your attention.

P

erhaps you’re looking to expand
your horizons, either way, what you
should know is that Kenya offers
some of the most diverse and beautiful
marine life in the world. With tropical
waters teeming with life and UNESCOrecognised marine parks and reserves,
Kenya is home to some of the most
stunning underwater scenery on earth.

The UNEP (United Nations
Environment Program) has been at
the forefront of protecting Kenya’s
marine habitats. On 5 June each year,
UNEP joins Kenyans to celebrate World
Environment Day which is used as an
opportunity to encourage worldwide
awareness and action for the protection
of our environment.

Located just off the Indian Ocean on
East Africa's coast, Kenya has over 300
miles of breath-taking shoreline. The
warm waters surrounding the country
offer an incredible range of ecosystems
and animals both above and below
water, putting it at the top of many lists
for best diving destinations.

And there's plenty of reason to protect
what lies beneath those beautiful blue
waves. Let's dive in and explore what
Kenya has to offer below the surface of
the sea!
The Indian Ocean is a vast and varied
treasure trove of creatures and colours,

13
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so if you're looking for a vacation that
will give you the chance to see all sorts
of aquatic wonders, Kenya should be at
the top of your list.

an abundance of richly coloured flora
and fauna.
If you want to take it up a notch
and get a little more adventurous
on your vacation, Kenya offers some
truly unique opportunities for aquatic
exploration:
• Go diving with dolphins in Kisite
Mpunguti Marine Park & Reserve
• Go kayaking near Mombasa Island

There are so many ways you can
immerse yourself in the waters off
Kenya's coast – and they're all amazing.
You can dive into the waters near
Watamu, where you'll find yourself
among colourful coral reefs teeming
with life.

ECOSYSTEMS
You can also visit the Mombasa and
Watamu Marine Park, which is dedicated to protecting its coral reefs, and
where you'll find a bustling marine
ecosystem made up of fish, turtles,
crabs, and shellfish. And then there's
the Malindi Marine National Park &
Reserve, where you'll have access to

14
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• Snorkelling with whale sharks around
Wasini Island.
So, if you are an underwater explorer
at heart, don’t miss out on these unique
opportunities to see the different
shades of blue and the incredible world
beneath the surface of Kenya's coasts.
The underwater world is calling out to
you, and you don't want to ignore it.
You want to be up close and personal
with marine life. You want to see the
colourful fish and coral reefs that dot
the ocean floor. You want to swim
alongside sea turtles, learn about
whales and dolphins, even view sharks
at close range in a controlled environment. You don't just want a vacation—
you want an adventure!

GASTRONOMY TOURISM

A TASTE OF KENYA
DISCOVERING LOCAL CUISINE

Miaron Billy / Shutterstock.com

In a world where people are eager to spending on leisure travel services,
gastronomy tourism is expected to boom in the next few years.

A

ccording to the UNWTO (United Nations World
Tourism Organization), gastronomy is one of the
main reasons travellers seek new experiences and
local cuisine whenever they visit a new place. UNWTO
further notes that the gastronomy economy is a multibillion-dollar industry worldwide, and Kenya is eager to claim
its fair share.

The Kenyan government has identified this trend and taken
measures to enhance the country's gastronomical experience,
including tapping into the reopening of major hotels that had
been closed due to Covid-19 as well as showcasing the experiences offered by various restaurants and eateries. Reopening
these hotels will help to boost Kenya as a prime gastronomy
destination.

Gastronomy tourism is one of the most profitable and
fastest-growing tourism niches globally, and it is well positioned
to stimulate growth and recovery in the hospitality and travel
industry. This is because of its attributes of combining culture
and food as this sector grows, it will have a positive impact on
employment creation and livelihoods.

Unlike many countries around the world, Kenya has a unique
advantage of having a rich culture and heritage in the form of
traditional cuisine.
There is an abundance of variety and diversity to choose from
when it comes to gastronomy. Kenya’s culinary landscape was

Reasons Why I Love Kenya
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influenced by both indigenous and outside cultures, which means
that the different cuisines found in Kenya are almost endless.
Each region typically has its own dish that is part of the local
tradition or culture. This makes it possible for tourists to have a
taste of Kenya’s various dishes while they explore the country’s
attractions.
From the traditional indigenous cuisine of the Maasai tribe to
international delicacies, there's something for everyone.
There are a few staple dishes that every visitor should try: ugali,
nyama choma (roasted meat), samosas, chapati, mandazi, njahi
(black beans) and bhajia (fried dough).

TRADITIONAL
If you're feeling adventurous enough to try some traditional
Kenyan dishes, try mukimo (mashed potatoes with corn), irio
(potatoes, peas and corn stewed together), mutura (sausage),
githeri (beans and corn), kienyeji chicken (free-range chicken),
wali wa nazi (rice cooked in coconut milk) or viazi karai (spicy
stir-fried potatoes).
To better understand these foods – and the tradition behind
them – you're going to want to explore Kenya's cuisine as much
as possible. By trying out these different recipes from around the
country, you'll get a better understanding of what makes Kenyan
food so delicious and unique.
Apart from this, Kenya is a melting point of cultures from all over
the world, with a rich Swahili and Indian community, for instance,
comes endless opportunity for gastronomy. Further, one is likely
to have an opportunity to sample various European and Asian
dishes in restaurants and eateries in the main cities.

For anyone looking to
discover the sound, smell,
and taste of the city, the best
way to start is to delve into its
diverse food culture”

Suffice to say, for anyone looking to discover the sound, smell,
and taste of the city, the best way to start is to delve into its
diverse food culture. You'll soon find that no two meals are quite
alike – but you don't have to eat at three-star restaurants to be
treated like royalty. From middle-class eateries to street carts and
hawkers’ markets, there's an incredible variety of options available
in Nairobi and across the country.
The next time you're in Kenya, put down the guidebook and let
your stomach be your compass.
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Traditional cuisine
dishes (below from left
to right): ugali, mandazi,
mutura, wali wa nazi,
nyama choma.

GASTRONOMY TOURISM

Irio served with
chicken and
vegetable stew

Reasons Why I Love Kenya

17

NAMING FESTIVAL

Actor Edward
Norton is festival
ambassador
TEMBO NAMING FESTIVAL
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NAMING FESTIVAL

K

Image courtesy of Kenya Tourism Board

enya has appointed US actor, filmmaker, and producer
Edward Norton as the Magical Kenya Tembo Naming
Festival ambassador. Norton, who is a star in prominent
movies, will help raise the profile of the festival, an annual
activity meant to support conservation of elephants in the
country.
In 2021, the government of Kenya launched the Magical Kenya
Tembo Naming Festival as a part of the efforts towards the
preservation and protection of elephants in the country. The
annual event is also geared towards encouraging people to
involve themselves in Kenya’s conservation efforts.
In addition to this, the Tembo Naming Festival will also offer an
opportunity to learn about elephants, other wildlife and Kenyan
heritage. The festival is anchored on the basis that everybody
has a role to play in the protection of wildlife for future generations to enjoy and, more so, to support the expansion of the
coverage of community conservancies/ranches in an effort to
win more space for elephants.
Aside from his acting career, Norton has been a committed
social and environmental activist for many years. He has used
his celebrity status as a platform for social activism, and his
work with charities has been recognised by many organisations.
Edward Norton at the
Magical Kenya Tembo
Naming Festival
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NAMING FESTIVAL

He was named the first Goodwill Ambassador for Biodiversity
by the United Nations in 2010. Norton's primary focus in this
position is to help improve people's understanding of biodiversity
and its importance to human wellbeing. His passion extends to
other areas as well, including habitat loss and deforestation,
species extinction, and the need for sustainable consumption
patterns among people in industrialised countries.

MISSION

Image courtesy of Kenya Tourism Board

He serves on the Board of Trustees for Enterprise, a New York
City-based nonprofit organisation whose mission is to help people
facing adversity achieve self-reliance. He is also the President of
the Board of the Maasai Wilderness Conservation Trust, a community conservation organization that helps to protect wilderness
areas in Kenya and Tanzania.

The Ministry had chosen to
work with Edward because of
his passion for conservation and
biodiversity and his social status
as an actor”
His interests extend to areas that include habitat loss, deforestation, species extinction, and the need for sustainable consumption
patterns among people in industrialised countries. These are
critical elements in conservation which are important to Kenya.
In 2010, Norton co-founded CrowdRise, along with wife Shauna
Robertson which is an online platform for individuals to fund and
donate money to charity.
Commenting on the appointment, Cabinet Secretary for Tourism
& Wildlife Najib Balala said that the Ministry had chosen to
work with Edward because of his passion for conservation and
biodiversity and his social status as an actor. The attributes would
help in realising the goals of raising awareness and solving the
problems that face wildlife. His experience in fundraising would
also be invaluable in achieving the targeted KES 100 million
within the financial year.

Edward Norton
on safari
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Norton said that Kenya was a shining example of integration
in the way life should be, adding that sustainability should be
addressed within the context of human activity in the world,
Kenya has led the way in showing this. He added that a huge
need of tourism in Kenya is the need for people to come and see
what they don’t have in their own countries. Norton will help to
highlight the conservation needs in Kenya, highlighting community initiatives and bridging the information gap.

MAGICAL KENYA

THE

PER FEC T
DESTINATION

Photograph © Tristan Jones / LET

FOR GOLF AND
LEISURE TOURISM

Kenya is one of the African countries that has a rich history of golf that dates
back to the early 1900s. Over this period, golf in Kenya has grown tremendously
both in terms of infrastructure, tournaments and acceptance.

K

enya has now cemented its
position as a top golfing destination in Africa, boasting over 40
world-class courses and a growing local
and international fan base. Some of the
most popular golf courses include the
Muthaiga, Karen, Royal Nairobi, Sigona
and at the coast Nyali and Vipingo
Ridge’s spectacular Baobab Course –
the only PGA-accredited golf course in
Africa as well as many others.

The country hosts a number of major
tournaments including the Magical Kenya
Open and the Magical Kenya Ladies
Open. These are Kenya’s most popular
golf tournaments and draw golfers from
far and wide. The Magical Kenya Open,
which is the main golf event in Kenya, is
over 50 years old and therefore one of the
oldest golf tournaments in Africa. In 2019,
the tournament was elevated from the
Challenge Tour to become part of the elite
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MAGICAL KENYA

PGA European Tour and has been key in showcasing
the destination to the world thanks to its wide global
audience.
The Magical Kenya Ladies Open which is part of
the Ladies European Tour is also proving to be a key
tournament in advancing the sport in the country. It was
an event that first appeared on the Ladies European
Tour calendar in 2019 and returned in 2022 after a short
absence due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
These events and the fine courses found within the
destination have propelled Kenya’s reputation as a top
golf tourism destination. Other than offering travellers
a real golfing experience, Kenya’s well-manicured
courses provide travellers on safari a chance to enjoy
golf under different climatic conditions and sceneries.
Other than that, most of the golf courses are located
within easy reach of major tourist attractions and are
backed by excellent hotels and lodges with superb
cuisine and service.
In 2020, the World Golf Awards named Kenya Africa’s
Best Golf Destination. This was a mark of approval on
just how far the destination has moved forward in terms
of golf. The sport has played a key role in showcasing
the destination’s tourism products and experiences and
promoting the destination brand – Magical Kenya.

EXPERIENCES

With good weather throughout the year, a safari is
an ideal activity in Kenya with 22 National Parks, 28
National Reserves, five National
Sanctuaries, and five Marine Parks.
Kenya also hosts seven UNESCO
World Heritage Sites:
• Lamu Old Town
• Fort Jesus, Mombasa
• Mount Kenya National Park
and Forest
• The Sacred Mijikenda Kaya
Forests
• Lake Turkana National Park
• The Lake System in the Great
Rift Valley
• Thimlich Ohinga
archaeological site.
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The waterfront in
Lamu Old Town

Jen Watson / Shutterstock.com

Golfers coming to Kenya can therefore enjoy multiple
experiences away from the courses, as the destination
has a vast array of magical experiences including safari,
the beach, adventure, culture and heritage, dining, entertainment, shopping, sports, plus events and festivals.

MAGICAL KENYA

Kenya’s well-manicured courses
provide travellers on safari a chance
to enjoy golf under different climatic
conditions and sceneries”
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MAGICAL KENYA

WHETHER YOU’RE PLAYING OR STAYING
IT’S JUST MAGICAL

W

hen I first visited Vipingo Ridge back in 2009 the golf
course had been more or less laid out but was not yet
open to the playing public. The makeshift ‘clubhouse’ was an
open-sided makuti-roofed shack.
How times have changed. Today, what was once a 2,500 hectare
sisal-and-mango estate is now the PGA-accredited Baobab
Course – widely regarded as the finest golf development of its
kind in East Africa.
There are, of course, rivals who could also make a claim to this
accolade. There is Naivasha’s now well-established and excellent
Great Rift Valley Lodge and Golf Resort and over the border in
Tanzania, we have the delightful and slightly different Kilimanjaro
Golf and Wildlife Estate project. But none, many would argue,
quite matches magical Vipingo Ridge in terms of location,
development quality and the overall setting of the course itself.
‘Challenging’ is an overused word when describing golf courses.
Sometimes it means an impossibly tough round of misery for

Just perfect for a
long weekend
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high handicap players. But the Baobab Course manages quite
brilliantly to combine a mix of difficulty and fun – tough enough,
but not too tough.
The quality of course is widely acknowledged. Vipingo Ridge
has been voted Kenya’s number one by Top100Courses.com and
received the World Golf Award for the nation’s best course back
in 2017. But as Vipingo Ridge’s general manager admits: “Premier
golf courses such as ours are works in progress and we will never
stop making improvements, so expect it to get better and better.”

TOURNAMENTS
What’s more, Vipingo is gaining a wider reputation as a top
tournament venue. This started with two legs of the Ladies
Coast Open. And after a spectacular Pro-Am that saw 13
professionals from the Ladies European Tour partner Kenyan
amateurs in 2019 blossomed into a fully fledged venue of the
Tour, the Magical Kenya Ladies Open, which was once again
held in February 2022.

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

KENYA

E

nvironmental conservation and tourism have co-existed
and developed alongside each other for a very long
time. As travellers became more enlightened on the
need for environmental conservation, so has the concept of
conservation become more popular across the tourism landscape. In some economies, tourism would hardly exist without
the environment and nature because it entirely depends on it.
In such cases, conservation becomes critical for the survival of
the sector. The key issue is to minimize the negative impacts
of tourism on the environment while maximising the benefits
to the surrounding community.
Uncontrolled tourism can be detrimental to the natural environment. It can put pressure on an area and lead to challenges such

KTB / Game Watchers

A leader in
sustainable
tourism
as soil erosion, increased pollution, increased pressure on endangered plant and animal species. It can also put pressure on natural
resources like water which eventually leads to human-wildlife
conflicts. Increasing tourism activities around the world also mean
that carbon emissions due to more travel through air, road, and rail
transport are also continuously increasing. It is therefore critical that
tourism is controlled to ensure the environment can cope.

AWARENESS
Tourism plays a major role in increasing public appreciation
of the environment by spreading awareness of environmental
conservation. This is as it brings people into closer contact with
nature and the environment which makes them more aware of
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the value of nature and makes them become environmentally
conscious. Conservation in tourism allows people from all over to
continue enjoying the Earth’s most stunning wildlife while at the
same time helping protect endangered species and ecosystems.
Tourists increasingly come to Kenya for nature-based activities
that rely on abundant wildlife and attractive landscapes, coastal
and marine environments. As such, Kenya has been a leader
in conservation efforts in a various ways aimed at reducing

harmful pollutants and limit human activity that contributes to
climate change through regulations. For instance, Kenya banned
the use of all single-use plastics such as water bottles from all
national parks, beaches, forests and other protected areas. This
was a follow-up to the manufacturing ban and use all plastic
bags in the country. The aim is to promote sustainable tourism
and to finding a balance between communities, travellers, and
conservation to ensure the wild remains sustainable for as long
as possible.

In 2017, Kenya also became one of 57 countries to join the
United Nations’ Clean Seas Campaign; committing to promote
recycling, protect national water bodies from pollution because
of plastics. On the same note, through the Kenya Wildlife
Service, Kenya continues to care for our wild animals in
established protected areas like game parks and conservancies. The Kenya Forestry Service also plays a huge role in the
management and protection of the country’s forest areas. As a
result of these efforts, Kenya has managed to protect some of
the endangered species of plants and animals, and these have
begun to thrive again.
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KTB / African Ascents

CLEAN SEAS

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

The aim is to promote sustainable
tourism and to finding a balance
between communities, travellers, and
conservation to ensure the wild remains
sustainable for as long as possible”
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In 2020, for instance, Kenya saw a great increase in the number
of wildlife resources in parks and conservancies. For example, in
Amboseli National Park, which is one of the main national parks,
reported the birth of more than 170 elephant calves during the
year. Overall, the country’s elephant numbers have more than
doubled since 1989, increasing from 16,000 in 1989 to 34,800 by
the end of 2019. The number of elephants poached in Kenya in
2020 has also dropped significantly from previous years as just
seven elephants were killed by poachers during the year, compared to 34 in 2019 and 80 in 2018. Aside from that, our rhino
population has also significantly increased during this period
which is good for our tourism as rhinos are key tourist attractions
for the destination.
Last year, Kenya made commitments during COP26, among
them being:
• To restrict by 2030 the use of vehicular transportation within
all National Parks and Reserves to those that use non-fossil
renewable energy

• To require all hospitality and tourism facilities in Kenya
to adopt renewable energy and circular economy in their
operations by 2030
• To mobilise the ecological assets in Kenya’s vast protected
areas that act as carbon sinks to maximise global carbon
credit facilities available to raise additional resources; to
play an active role in meeting our national goal of a net
carbon-neutral nation
• To restore degraded areas in our National Parks and Reserves
with a concerted reforestation effort
• To increase Kenya’s marine conservation areas network.
Conservation remains a key component of Kenya’s tourism sector
now and in the future as tourism remains a key economic activity.
Cognizant of this importance, Kenya continues to partner with
the private sector as key stakeholders to ensure our tourism
remains sustainable.

Elephants thriving in
the forests
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ADVENTURE TOURISM

EXPERIENCE
KENYA`S
ADVENTURE
SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES
Kenya offers the kind of challenges that are guaranteed to get
the heart pumping and the adrenalin flowing. Away from the vast
savannah grasslands, Kenya offers amazing landscapes dotted with
adventure, find your signature experience with this guide.
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ADVENTURE TOURISM

THE FOREST
ADVENTURE
CENTRE

MIDA CREEK
FLOATING
ADVENTURE

The forest adventure center better
known as the forest, is your go-to ‘edumersion’ into Kenya’s deep and diversely
rich forest. You will find exhilarating and
unique experiences curated with profound respect and understanding for this
towering lungs of nature in mind. The
forest is great for paintballing, archery,
camping, mountain biking, e-biking, foot
golf, forest roving, guided nature walks,
horse riding and zip lining over some of
East and Central Africa longest lines.

One of Watamu’s hidden treasures,
stretching inland from the ocean into
Arabuko Sokoke Forest, abroad a tidal
creek Mida is surrounded by extensive
mangroves and lined with palms. This
32sq km creek with wide, healthy beds
of seagrass and coral, is home to many
species of fish and feeding sea turtles.
The most ideal way to experience Mida
Creek is on floating adventure with
Watamu Treehouse. The trip is a unique
mixture of adventure, nature, culture and
nourishment of the body and spirit. After
an hour of wonder and relaxation, you
land on a secluded beach for a Swahili
breakfast, after which a nature walk
completes the adventure. As the trip
depends on the tides it can only be done
a few days a month at the right phase
of the moon.

STAND-UP
PADDLING
WITH THE
DOLPHINS
Along the scenic coastline is Watamu,
home to exhilarating experiences like
kite surfing, stand-up paddle boarding
and water-skiing. Alongside an almost
100% success rate of spotting resident
pods of dolphins, you can be assured
of indelible water experiences guided
by award-winning coaches with over 18
years’ experience. Regardless of your
level of experience, tribe watersports and
the small Kenyan fishing village they live
among, will leave you wanting more.
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OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE
EXPERIENCE

WHITE-WATER
KAYAKING
IN KENYA
ALONG
RIVER ATHI
Test your limits as you experience the
thrill and adrenaline rush of kayaking
down one of Kenya’s longest rivers.
Athi river has a variety of streams and
rivers with exceptional features. Kenya
offers challenging and playful creek
boating with steep drops, standing
waves, and punchy holes as some of the
exceptional features. Savage Wilderness,
now in operation for over 25 years,
introduced white-water kayaking as a
pillar of their water activities in 2003.
The kayak school, designed for fun
and educational instruction, provides
classes for beginners, intermediate and
advanced white-water paddlers. With
the backdrop of the Savage Wilderness
Adventure Camp, anyone can participate in this activity.
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Outdoor Adventure Experience is a
holistic multi-activity adventure trip that
includes abseiling and rock climbing
in the Kenyan outback and bordered
on one side by Mount Kenya. It’s one
thing to learn about volcanoes in the
classroom, it’s another to hike to the top
of one and peer over the edge into the
valley below. Now that's a lesson visitors
won't forget. Whether you're looking for
a bit of team building then challenging
yourself to learn a new skill, or simply
desire a bit of family fun, Outdoor
Adventure Experience has a wide range
of adult trips that you can lose yourself
in. All this is delivered by a dedicated
and highly trained team who are
defined by their passion for exploration
and love of the outdoors.

EPIC
KAYAKING
EXPEDITION
Watamu’s Mida Creek is one of Kenya’s
richest jewels and what better way to
explore its unique ecosystem than on
a guided kayak expedition? You are
offered a privileged perspective of the
mangrove channel and wildlife while you
peacefully paddle and explore unspoiled
nature and simultaneously get a gentle
workout. The combination of kayaking
and swimming and walking through the
mangroves and then anchoring for a
sundowner in the middle of the creek as
you watch the sun set across the water
is a phenomenon of absolute wonder.
In case you are completely new to
kayaking, you can sit in a double kayak
with an experienced guide to allow you
experience the magic of the Mida Creek.

ADVENTURE TOURISM

WHITE-WATER
RAFTING IN
EXPERIENCE
ALONG
KENYA’S
MAJOR RIVERS
For anyone looking for an adrenaline
filled adventure Kenya offers a worldclass rafting experience along the rivers
Athi and Tana two of Kenya’s major
rivers. Savage Wilderness custom-trip
options make it easy to select single-day
adventures that are only two hours from
the city centre or multi-day expeditions
to some of Kenya’s most remote
locations only accessible by raft. These
are available all year round for your
selection as different water levels and
different rapids.

ZERO TO
HERO KITE
SURFING
EXPERIENCE
The Zero to Hero Experience is something you must consider adding to the
tail end of your safari. Take advantage
of Kenya’s incredible location, Watamu,
along the coast and take on the trade
winds that blow throughout the year as
well as the ideally shallow sandy waters
which make exploring the ocean fun
and safe. Be ready to transform from
an amateur into a proficient kite surfer
over three days of training conducted
by the only BKSA-approved kite surfing
school outside the UK.

CONQUERING
MOUNT
KENYA, THE
MOUNTAINEERING
EXPERIENCE
Mount Kenya towers dramatically
over the central Kenya plains, a rocky
snowcapped summit stretching skyward
at 5,199 metres above sea level. If you
enjoy the outdoors, then there is no
shortage of adventure on offer here. A
trek up Mount Kenya takes you through
thick cedar and bamboo forest with
the chance to see colobus monkeys,
elephants, buffalo and if lucky, leopard.
As you climb higher you will emerge
into beautiful moorland with views up
to Mount Kenya’s three peaks – the
trekking summit of Point Lenana, and
the twin technical climbing peaks Nelion
and Batian. With a variety of spectacular routes to choose from, one can enjoy
a bespoke trip taking in alpine lakes, fly
fishing, extra climbing or other options
to make this trip of a lifetime for you.
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Raise a glass to
Kenya’s beer
brewers
LOCAL CHOICE
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KENYA’S BEER

Africa. But this is being nibbled away at
from both ends, by both carefully crafted
niche brands from local suppliers and
premium imports at one end and a race
to secure the value-for-money keg sector
at the other.

UPSTART

T

here was a time, and it’s not
that long ago, when Kenyans
(and, of course, foreign visitors)
had nothing much else to quench
their considerable thirst than a
bottle of ice-cold Tusker – or some
other amber beverage straight from
the same local brewer, East Africa
Breweries (EABL).
How things have a changed. The ubiquitous Tusker is, of course, still popular but
neatly repackaged and re-bottled since
2015 by the once all-conquering EABL,
but today the Kenyan beer market is so
much less uniform. And it’s a lot better
for it.
For as long as anyone can remember,
Kenyan beer meant Tusker. Brewed since
the early 1920s, the iconic Tusker, with
its familiar black and yellow elephant
logo dominated the market. And, more
recently, ably supported by the slightly
more refined Tusker Malt and Tusker Lite
as well as a variety of labels such Pilsner
and Pilsner Ice, White Cap and White
Cap Lite plus Balozi pale lager, the ultralow-cost Senator Keg and even Guinness.
The brewer has further domestic brands
in Uganda (Bell, Uganda Wagari and
Allsops) and in Tanzania (Serengeti and
Uhuru Peak).
Taken together, the various brands under
the EABL umbrella still represent a huge
market share in Kenya and across East

The biggest and most impressive of these
upstart brands and prepared to go head
to head with EABL had been the Keroche
Brewery. Set up by the formidable
Tabitha Karanja and surprisingly located
in Naivasha – surely an unusual outpost
of the world’s brewing industry, Keroche
was launched back in 2008. Popular with
every-day Kenyans, Keroche produced
the Summit Lager and Summit Malt
brands and in 2019, launched KB Lager
using, for the first time, 70% locally grown
cereals and 30% malted barley, it was
keenly priced. Sadly, and as the result, of
a large unpaid tax bill Keroche Brewery
was closed down in early 2022 and its fate
remains uncertain.
Going upmarket and aimed at middle-class Kenyans, Nairobi’s exclusive
Sierra beer has had a dedicated following.
Brewed by Ozzbeco, the various boutique
Sierra labels (that’s Amber, Blonde
and Platinum plus Imperial Stout) are
available from some supermarkets, top
hotels and lodges but otherwise take
some finding beyond the excellent Sierra
Brasserie which is located on the third
floor at Nairobi’s Yaya Centre and is part
of the same group.
But a concern for all Kenyan brewers, but
not necessarily for tourists, is a growing
taste for internationally recognised
beer brands. These can now be ordered
online thanks as Oaks & Corks (located
off Ngong Road), or alternatively from
supermarkets for home consumption and,
of course, in the bars of Kenya’s leading
hotels.
Then three’s SABMiller, now a BrazilianBelgian corporation, offers several ‘African’
labels – Castle Lager, dark and lovely
Castle Milk Stout, Castle Lite and the
pale-looking Miller Genuine Draft – and
has been in the Kenyan market for quite
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some time. Denmark’s Carlsberg Group sells Carlsberg and
Tuborg beer in Kenya through distributor King Beverage and can
be found in selected hotels.

BOTTLED AND CANNED
The US brewing giant Budweiser arrived in Kenya in 2015 and
chose Viva Global as its importer and distributor and offers both
bottled and canned beer in Kenya. Additionally, Viva Global
sells Corona Extra from Mexico. Imported Heineken is also on
sale and the company has set up a regional office in Nairobi.
Once imported by EAB, Namibia’s thirst-quenching Windhoek is
handled by distributor Kapari which also sells Castle Milk Stout
and Castle Lite.

The only elements that
had been missing from the
local market had been craft
beers and microbreweries”

THE MARKET
The only elements that had been missing from the local
market had been craft beers and microbreweries. These have
burgeoned in South Africa, Europe and the US; but beyond the
tasty range of beers from Nairobi’s Brew Bistro & Lounge, run
by the Big Five Breweries Company, they had not made much
headway in Kenya.
But this started to change a couple of years back. The Sirville
Brewery at Nairobi’s fashionable Galleria Shopping Mall has
been something of a pioneer and only creates beer that conforms
to the German reinheitsgebot (or beer purity law). This law states
that only four ingredients can be used in the brewing of beer:
malt, hops, yeast and water. Sirville has four beers: Tsavo Lager,
Mara Pils, Amboseli Ale and Aberdare Bitter. All worth a try.
Kenya is now starting to match South Africa and elsewhere and
more of the proprietorial microbreweries, such as Bila Shaka and
254 Brewing are springing up – and not just in Nairobi.

BOTTLED VERSUS
DRAUGHT
Then there’s the local bottled versus draught
beer argument that may not necessarily trouble
visitors but it’s worth appreciating. For some
unknown reason in Kenya, and it’s a real shame,
draught beers (such as Senator Keg) are seen
as something of a poor man’s drink or the leftover beer than nobody wants, and it’s served in
humble jugs and mugs. Keg beer also tends to
compete against sometimes toxic illegal backstreet brews, but is of much superior quality. By
contrast and in many other countries, having
beer on tap is always considered superior to
beer from a bottle. Draught Guinness is a case
in point.
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CAMEL DERBY

Hold on tight!
You’re in for
a humpy ride…
MARALAL CAMEL DERBY
It’s hard to keep track of all the exciting
events and festivals that take place in
Kenya each year. But one that really
does catch the eye takes place a long
way from Nairobi.
The Maralal Camel Derby is an exciting
competition held every August in the
small hillside market town of Maralal in
Samburu County. This highly competitive
event has been around for over 25 years.
Full of passion, colour and excitement, it’s
a major draw for the racers and spectators alike, bringing contestants from
all over the world – and it’s also hugely
popular with the local people.
For those not already familiar with the
camel derby, it is essentially a three-day
event with a variety of races to suit
all abilities. The most difficult is the
Elite Camel, a 42 km derriere numbing
marathon through Maralal Township
and the surrounding desert areas – and
it’s one probably best left to more
experienced riders.

pastoralist communities in northern
Kenya. This is reflected in the additional
events that are part of the Derby. They
include cultural dances in celebration of
the rich culture of Samburu and neighbouring communities such as Turkana
and Borana.
If you’re looking for something fun to
do this coming August, then the strong
advice is to pack your bags and head
north to Maralal and witness the camel
derby for yourself.
The tour and safari companies such
as Adventure 360 are on hand to help
your trip run seamlessly and to help with
transport, accommodation and dining
options. Just make sure you pack some
padded cycling shorts. You’re going
need them.

THIS YEAR’S EVENT
This year the event will be held from
24 August.

OTHER RACES
In addition, there are smaller races aimed
at novices and, yes, tourists. In these
races, participants are provided with a
guide to help them steer their camels in
the right direction. If camel racing isn’t
your thing, then in recent years the event
has embraced a mountain bike race
as well as a 10 km running race, held
concurrently with the camel derby.
Local people regard the Maralal Camel
Derby as a reconciliatory event, uniting
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The competition has
been around over 25
years
Image: Adventure 360 /
adventure360africa.com

CAMEL DERBY
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Signature

EXPERIENCES
A DIFFERENT SAFARI EXPERIENCE

Big Cat Safaris

Every safari is a kind of adventure, especially for first-time visitors
who have never felt the special atmosphere of the African bush
or encountered a wild animal in its own habitat. But for those
looking to enhance the thrill factor – or set themselves a bit of a
physical challenge – Kenya offers a range of novel experiences
that are guaranteed to deliver that little bit extra.
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OLARRO
BY HERMES
RETREAT
by Vittoria in the
Masai Mara

KAYAKING AT
THE MUGIE
DAM
by Ekorian Camp in
Laikipia

© Olarro by Hermes Retreat

Ekorian Muige Camp is a quaint familyfriendly camp that offers a variety of
activities such as game drives, guided
walks, bush meals, camel walks, and
picturesque sundowners to keep patrons
occupied. One of these features stands
out from the rest – kayaking on the
Muige Dam, an experience like no other.
Its toe-dipping bliss as you glide through
the waters, watching kingfishers dive for
their feed. Kayaking takes game viewing
and bird watching to another level. The
absolute thrill of watching animals come
for a drink on hot sunny days, being at
the same level as the elephants playing
in the water is nothing short of magical.
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Deep in the Masai Mara ecosystem sits
Olarro Conservancy and Lodge. Olarro
is like a bubble where time seems to
stand still so you can do what you want,
when you want. Enjoy private safaris,
quad biking and exquisite bush dining to
picnics, sundowners, cultural excursions
to a Maasai village, unwinding at the
Olarro spa and other special treats.
Karibu, enjoy the wonder.

@ Sean Dundas / www.tropicairkenya.com

MAGICAL KENYA

MOUNT
KENYA:
MORNING
FLY FISHING
FUN
by Tropic Air in
central Kenya

Mount Kenya, located deep in the heart
of Kenya, is a dormant volcano. With its
rugged peaks, glacial valleys and forested slopes, Kenya’s highest mountain
is also its most iconic and celebrated
natural feature. Lake Michaelson, Lake
Ellis, Lake Alice and Fox Tarn are just
some of the spots that you can enjoy
while here. Almost inaccessible and
well off the beaten track, they offer
an exciting morning of fly fishing like
nowhere else.

SUGUTA
VALLEY; A
DAY TRIP BY
HELICOPTER
Within the Great Rift Valley lies the
dramatic and diverse landscapes of
the Gregory Rift which runs beyond the
limits of the Laikipia region. With the
freedom of touch down along the way
you will fly over crocodile pools, vast salt
pans, lava flows, through eroded valleys
and eventually over the flamingo-fringed
shores of Lake Logipi. Then with a brief
landing on the incredible Suguta sand
dunes you will continue to the northern
most point of this scenic flight, Lake
Turkana – sometimes called the jade
sea with its turquoise fresh waters. Our
journey brings us back via the Ndoto
and Matthews mountains, dominant
ranges that rise from the arid plains
with misty forests and ancient cycads on
its summit. The final leg will have you
flying over the wildlife savannah plains
of Samburu.
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BIG CAT
SAFARIS

by Gamewatchers,
Nairobi, central and
southern Kenya
Experience a special journey in some
of the best areas in the world to see
the majestic big cats. Take in four very
diverse habitats and immerse yourself in
an authentic wildlife and cultural safari
among pioneering and globally recognised conservancies that are engaging
communities in a meaningful way.
Guests stay at gold eco-rated facilities
and in two of only 49 that make up the
green list of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) of
protected and conserved areas in the
world – the global standard of best
practice for area-based conservation.

THE KENYA
SKY SAFARI
CLASSIC

Your stay directly helps protect habitat
for the big cats while supporting the
neighbouring communities. In the
conservancies, every tent you stay in is
protecting 700 acres of wildlife habitat
while limiting the impact to the environment from vehicles to about on vehicle
to 1,400 acres. By the end of the eightday experience you will be planning to
return – only this time as a stranger no
more, but as a friend.

by Elewana Collection
in southern and
central Kenya (Masai
Mara, Amboseli and
Laikipia)

© Sara Jenner

The Sky Safari Classic is specifically
to ensure you enjoy a safari holiday
in Kenya where you watch the never-ending circle of life unravel against
the backdrop of east Africa’s iconic
parks and timeless landscape. This
eight-day safari captures the allure of
Kenya’s legendary true essence; marvel
at Amboseli’s famed elephants under
the majestic peak of Kilimanjaro, lose
yourself in the beauty of Meru and be
wowed by the finest wildlife viewing
in the world. Sky Safari guests enjoy
the comforts of personalised service,
luxurious accommodation, while being
transported in supreme comfort, safety
and convenience aboard Sky Safaris’
own nine-seater executive-class Cessna
Caravan. Elewana collection is known
for its unique accommodation in iconic
locations across Kenya and memorable
experiences.
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WILDERNESS
IN THE CITY
EXPERIENCE

by Nairobi Tented Camp

RHINO
TRACKING

by Borana Conservancy in
Laikipia, central Kenya
As part of the wider Lewa-Borana landscape, Borana Conservancy is home to
over 200 black and white rhinos. Guests
staying in the conservancy can join a
team of trained scouts and rangers as
they track both black and white rhinos
on foot at first light every day. Guests
are given the opportunity to get a true
behind-the-scenes insight into how the
Conservancy is run as well as spending
valuable time getting to know the men
and women who keep these endangered
species safe.

For the city dwellers who have a day
or two to spare, an eco-safari under
canvas right in the capital city is the way
to go. Enjoy viewing wildlife, including
four of the big five and often with the
city skyline as a backdrop capturing a
bucket list shot. It’s the only place to get
this. The Nairobi Tented Camp is the
only camp within the Nairobi National
Park set in an indigenous forest along a
stream and hosted with warm Kenyan
hospitality. This and so much more can
be found 7 km from the city centre. This
is the ideal location to reconnect with
family and friends while sitting around
a campfire listening to the sounds from
the wildlife in the forest and sipping on
your favorite sundowner all within the
capital city.

CYCLING IN
MARA
by Savage
Wilderness,Mara,
southern Kenya

A new way to explore and experience
the Mara is biking. You’ll get to see
animals, people and the landscape
as you traverse the landscape. For
the keen cyclist, this is a once-in-a-life
time opportunity to get close to wildebeest during the annual migration.
You will also, safely of course, be
able to see elephants, lions and the
game hosted in the plains giving you
a completely different perspective
and appreciation for wildlife. Your
guides also double up as culinary
masters around a campfire under
the African night sky. You can also
go off the tracks accompanied by
Maasai guides to experience savage
wilderness, breathtaking experiences,
cross rivers, plains and plateaus as
part of an unforgettable adventure.
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RHINO EXTRAVAGANZA AT
SOLIO LODGE

by The Safari Collection in Nanyuki, central Kenya
The 45,000 acre Solio Game Reserve is private conservancy with a population of over
200 wild black and white rhinos tucked in between the lofty slopes of Mount Kenya
and the peaks of the Aberdares. It is internationally recognised as one of the most successful private rhino-breeding sanctuaries and sightings of up to 40 rhinos at a time are
not uncommon. Solio Lodge has custom-designed rooftop safari seating where you can
feel completely free as you immerse yourself in nature. Enjoy uninhibited views up close
to the rhinos and other wildlife while contributing to the conservation of fragile animal
species for future generations. Guests get to enjoy cook-out breakfasts in the wild and
spectacular sundowners set against a backdrop of these magnificent, prehistoric-looking
creatures. Back at the lodge, five spacious cottages provide the ultimate comfort with
floor-to-ceiling glass windows, cracking open fires and freestanding bathtubs.

KARISIA
WALKING
SAFARIS
by Karisia Walking
Safaris in central Kenya

www.thesafaricollection.com

Ever fancied joining a camel train? Why
not immerse yourself in a walking safari
in Laikipia with camels while moving
with your camp daily. Escape the
constraints of a vehicle and lose yourself
in the wilderness where the camel train
is the only traffic for miles. The walking
safaris are guided by Laikipia’s locally
born Maasai and Samburu trackers.
On foot travelers get to fine tune their
senses and experience the country in
vivid and exciting detail. The camel
safari is anything between 3-15 days and
every day is unique and every safari is
custom designed to suit guests and their
interest. For those desiring the walking
and camel experience but do not want
to move camp each night, Karissa
Walking Safaris has a lovely Tumaren
camp where you can walk out from and
do camel walks each day.
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BLACK
RHINO
TRACKING
WITH SARUNI
by Saruni Rhino
Camp in Samburu,
northern Kenya

The black rhino tacking experience
in Sera Community Conservancy,
combined with the chance to stay at
a remote river camp, is the ultimate
adventure and escape from it all. You
get a multifold experience which is an
exhilarating walking safari led by local
Samburu. The income generated from
the stay goes directly to wildlife protection and land preservation. Herds of
elephants populate the vast landscape.
There’s also amazing birdwatching and
cultural experiences with the “singing
wells of Samburu”

THE SAFARI
SERIES
EXPERIENCE
by Safari Series in
Nanyuki, central Kenya
Experience a one-of-a-kind adventure
across beautiful northern Kenya in the
ultimate and original safari car, the
classic Series 1 Land Rover. At the Safari
Series we believe that a true safari
cannot be experienced from the back of
a car. We prefer to take the keys, hand
them over to you and let you do the
exploring, take the wheel and see where
the day takes you. Head up into the hills
and end the drive with views of Mount
Kenya and enjoy a cold drink as the sun
sets in front of you. Another magical day
in Kenya.
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OLE PANGI
FARM
EXPERIENCE

by Ole Pangi Farm in
Laikipia, central Kenya
Get off the beaten track and head out
north to experience farm life, interact
with family and engage in daily farm
activities combined with tours to local
destinations at the award-winning
Olepangi Farm in Laikipia. The farm
has a range of activities which include
horse riding, croquet and a variety of
walking trails through areas natural
beauty and into the community who will
warmly introduce you to their culture
and traditional ways of life. A typical
day begins at 7.00am – it is actionpacked with activities which include
milking of cows, yoga, picking vegetables and fruits, baking, community
walks and horse riding and ends with
afternoon tea followed by a sundowner.

BREAKFAST
WITH
GIRAFFES
by Giraffe Manor,The
Safari Colections in
Nairobi
Where else in the world can you share
breakfast with a wild African giraffe,
sipping freshly brewed coffee while the
tallest animal on the planet hangs out
right next to you. Breakfast with giraffes
is a heart-thumping, once-in-a-lifetime
experience. The Rothschild’s giraffes are
incredibly content, peaceful and gentle
creatures who are well cared for in their
sanctuary. The historic manor house has
extraordinary appeal that dates back to
the 1930s when visitors first flocked to
East Africa to enjoy safaris. A percentage of the room rates go towards
conservation of the Rothschild’s giraffes
at the AFEW giraffe Centre.
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SIGNATURE
CULTURE
IMMERSION
EXPERIENCE
VILLAGE BIKE
TOURS
by Diani Bikes in
Diani, Kenya coast

Spice your beach holiday at the Kenya
coast by taking a different kind of
beach adventure. Discover the other
side of Diani, an award-winning beach
destination by exploring the town on
two wheels. Take a bike tour through
the local markets, schools and villages
to experience the rich culture and
lifestyle and learn a skill or two while
keeping fit on holiday. Diani Bikes is
a local tour company that specialises
in eco tours in Diani. Travellers get
to enjoy the typical African life in the
Mwamanga village, explore the spirits
of the Mijikenda’s sacred Kaya Forest
or just cruise along the beautiful Diani
Beach on two wheels.

WARRIORS
ACADEMY
WITH SARUNI
by Saruni Mara in
Masai Mara, southern
Kenya
The Saruni Warriors Academy offers an
immersive experience guided by Maasai
warriors in the world-renowned Masai
Mara ecosystem. This is a fun and educational experience that allows you to
explore not only the wildlife but also the
lifestyle of one of Africa’s last remaining
intact cultures, the Maasai. Saruni
Mara Lodge, nestled in the heart of the
exclusive private wildlife Mara North
Conservancy and is beautifully designed
to allow you rest after the event-filled
time that you will undoubtedly have
during the day.
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Electric
safari
vehicles...
A REVOLUTION?
All images courtesy of Electric Safari Vehicles

The safari business in Kenya, on the cusp of a
minor revolution and in line with the dramatic
changes that are happening in the transport
sector elsewhere in the world and spurred on by
environmental pledges given by the government
at COP26.
For decades, tourists have, perhaps, unthinkingly headed out on
game drives in diesel-engine safari vehicles – not only in Kenya but
also across the rest of eastern and southern Africa. In fact, there’s
been no other option, except in some parks and reserves which allow
and encourage walking safaris.
The cost of providing such transport by the tour company or bush
camp can be prohibitive – especially in remote areas, and when
using more high-end vehicles such as the Toyota Land Cruiser in
preference to the pop-top, 14-seater, Matatu-style Toyota Hiace
which is widely used in Kenya’s parks.

LAND CRUISERS
But beyond Kenya and further to the south and where seasonal
weather conditions are very clearly defined there is a preference
for Land Cruisers. These make excellent and unimpeded viewing
platforms but come with a heavy price tag in terms of buying and
operating. And the residuals on these vehicles are truly astounding, so
even opting for a used Land Cruiser can be eye-wateringly expensive.
Now and at last, there’s a money-saving option for operators and
which also enhances the safari viewing experience and, in theory, is
kinder to the environment and causes a lot less stress to wildlife. This
is the availability of battery-powered safari vehicles.
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Steve Blatherwick
of Electric Safari
Vehicles

They enhance the safari
viewing experience and, in theory,
is kinder to the environment and
causes a lot less stress to wildlife”
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It allows guests to listen to the natural
surroundings while driving – so it’s more
effective for birders, photographers,
videographers and for the overall
safari experience”
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Due to the nature of Kenya’s safari product (the use of the much
cheaper Hiace), these may take some time to catch on but it’s
already starting to happen and with the blessing of Tourism
Minister Najib Balala.
Battery power is likely to be the future for both open and
enclosed safari vehicles. For the moment, the only downside: the
conversion cost.
Steve Blatherwick at South Africa-based manufacturer Electric
Safari Vehicles (ESV) about the economics of battery-power and
he explains: “It depends a lot on the amount of distance needed
from a charge, but my standard conversion will allow operators
to do no fewer than 150 km per charge. The cost of the conversion is around US$ 56,000 depending on exchange rate, while a
conversion kit is about US$ 51,000. Not cheap.
But on the other side of the ledger there are big savings to be
made. Steve says for this calculation these key factors need to be
considered:
• The distance that’s travelled on average in a day and the cost
of fuel per litre
• The service intervals and the general wear and tear for
electric versus diesel.
• If a vehicle covered an average of 80 km per day+, say,
30,000 km per year, the fuel cost @ US$ 1.14 a litre with a
fuel consumption of 5.5 km per litre. The amount of diesel
needed is 5,454 litres a year costing US$ 6,220. Charged off
grid at a rate of US$ 8c per kw the cost of electricity would
be around US$ 507 so savings just on fuel will be US$ 5,700
per year
• Service intervals must also be factored in
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According to all calculations, in about five years you're done, then its
cashflow back into your business instead of out.
Now that Steve and his company have got the ball rolling, it seems
it will only be a matter of time before the likes of Toyota (already a
leader in electric and hybrid vehicles) starts to market a non-diesel
Land Cruiser of its own. In fact, Toyota has announced plans to make
hybrid engines an option for every vehicle it makes by 2025 and that
includes the V8 petrol and 4.2 litre turbodiesels that currently power
Land Cruisers. There is also an electric Vivopower-built Land Cruiser
version underway and in the absence of any move by Toyota.

ELECTRIC SAFARIS

SCEPTICISM
Steve is sceptical, though: “The skill level needed to repair those types
of vehicles will be a problem in Africa especially being hybrid. Our
aim at ESV is to recycle the vehicles we already have and that is why
converting makes sense as all the mechanical parts are already available for these vehicles. Mechanics can fix them and, as you know,
they can go for ever if you spend some money on the suspension and
general maintenance. The fact that you take out the diesel motor
and add some batteries and an electric motor it remains the same
car with all the existing components and capabilities. Once it has
been converted, it simply just makes it a whole lot smoother and
quieter with less maintenance and wear and tear on components as
the control of power is far better than a diesel engine that’s constantly running.”
Even with concessions, import duties might prove tricky for many in
the tourism sector and the Kenyan government has already taken
steps here with a cut in levies from 20 to 10%. ESV has developed
retrofit kits to send out across Africa to avoid all the unnecessary
transportation and charges to make it more cost effective for everyone. This may help. Even so and for the time-being, though, the
up-front outlay still looks daunting for all but the largest and
wealthiest Kenyan safari operators. Nevertheless, and with growing
calls for more environmentally sensitive tourism, it’s an option whose
time has come.
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The key advantage of electric vehicles for
tourists is that they get to view game in
silence. But Steve believes there’s more.
“This is only one selling point, the fact that
you can drive from the sun’s power is
much better than burning fossil fuels and
doing oil changes – it’s also a lot smoother, enhances the comfort factor and with
it being a lot quieter, it allows guests to
listen to the natural surroundings while
driving – so it’s more effective for birders, photographers, videographers and
for the overhaul safari experience. There’s
also far less noise pollution which can
be annoying not only to animals but to
humans as well.
The other great advantage of going electric is the cost remains constant and camps
and lodges don’t have to worry about
increases in fuel prices. Some bush properties spend a fortune just getting fuel to
these vehicles, so it’s a whole lot less hassle.
It’s also a great marketing to give your
customers an enhanced experience, so it
could potentially give you more sales if you
were electric.”

OCEAN SOLE

FLIP OF THE FLOPS
Eco-friendly artisans upscale washed-up plastic
sandals into souvenirs and flip-flop artwork

IBack in 1998 Kenya was confronted by a big pollution problem. Tons of discarded flip-flops were
being washed up from the Indian Ocean each day – a major hazard for the marine ecosystem
and unsightly for communities living nearby. Now, over 20 years on, social enterprise Ocean
Sole has turned more than 1,000 tonnes of this plastic waste into colourful, eye-catching art and
many functional products, thus providing a steady income for some 150 low-income Kenyans
while contributing over 10 per cent of its revenue to marine conservation.
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W

hile strolling Kenya’s beaches, Julie Church
became inspired by the toys she saw children
making out of washed-up flip-flops. She
encouraged mothers to collect the sandals, clean them
and cut them up to make toys. Church supported the
local Kiwayu community in its project to sell these products
commercially in Nairobi and in 2005 she set up Ocean Sole
to promote ‘trade not aid’ by selling colourful ‘fun’ art that
helps the environment while tackling poverty. The company
grew quickly in popularity, the number of otherwise
low-income employees rocketed from just three to 100 and
its products were sold on an international scale in London,
New York, Paris and elsewhere.
Firstly, workers collect flip-flops from beaches and waterways across Kenya and send them off to Ocean Sole.
Thousands of kilos of the sandals are received at the factory
in Karen, Nairobi. Here, they are washed and thoroughly
cleaned using eco-detergent to rid them of sand and dirt
and prepare the plastic. Workers then sort the plastic by
colour before artists begin glueing pieces together to create
a block for the basis of the sculptures. Then begins the
process of carving them using a sharp knife, smoothing
corners with a sander. After the piece is finished it is checked
over and tagged, ready for a new home.

RANGE OF FIGURES
Ocean Sole creates a range of figures and small pieces
from keyrings and bracelets to large toy animals such as
rhino, giraffe and even octopus. Collections include safari
animals, hanging wall art and, most recently, the Bahari
collection, featuring some of the ocean’s most endangered
mammals such as penguins, reef fish and whales as well as
elephants and giraffes.

DISTRIBUTION
Products can be purchased at distribution stores across
the world including in Europe, the US and Australia.
The locations of the nearest reseller can be found on the
Ocean Sole website or by emailing sales@ocean-sole.com.
Companies can sign up to become a reseller of the products
and spread the word about flip-flop pollution to museums,
galleries, shops and companies with a like-minded agenda.
Bespoke orders and bulk orders can be made. The figures
are available in small, medium, large and extra-large sizes.
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Workers collect flip-flops
from beaches and waterways
across Kenya and send them off
to Ocean Sole. Thousands of kilos
of the sandals are received at the
factory in Karen, Nairobi”

Creating the
sculptures requires
immense skill and
Caption
????
concentration
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Vivid experiences in
cradle of mankind
TURKANA
By Harriet James. Images courtesy of Harriet James

Turkana Village on
the shores of Lake
Turkana
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F

or the longest time I desired to discover
this cradle of mankind and when the Kenya
Tourism Board contacted me for the trip,
I took the chance to see what Turkana holds.
Despite the fact that the county has been known
in the recent past as ‘shamba la mawe’ (‘stone
field’), I was amazed at the different forms of
travel that one can experience in this place.
Whether it’s an archaeological experience, a
wildlife safari, birdwatching or simply relaxing
on the beach – Turkana has it all. Here are some
of the interesting things you can do on a visit to
this region.

MEET YOUR ANCESTORS
The debate on the origin of mankind has never
ceased, but the famous fossil known as Turkana Boy
(or Nariokotome Boy) seems to have the answers.
The remnants of this boy were discovered in 1984 on
the shore of Lake Turkana and the skeleton is said
to be 1.6 million years old. After a five-hour drive
through the rugged terrain, we finally arrived at the
monumental pillar and a brass replica of the Turkana
Boy. The fossil was detected by Kamoya Kimeu, a
researcher in Dr Richard Leakey’s scientific team.
This is not the only place in Turkana where significant
hominid findings have been found. The earliest known
stone tools, some 3.5 million years old, were discovered at another location, reinforcing the theory that
Turkana is, indeed, the cradle of mankind.

RELAXING BEACHES AT ELIYE
SPRINGS
A small resort 50 km east of Lodwar, the laid-back
Eliye Springs is a great place to unwind. With its
endless palm-fringed sand beaches and its panoramic
views of Lake Turkana, this is a place of breath-taking
beauty. The lake is fed by the rivers Kerio, Turkwel
and Omo; but it lacks an outflow and loses its water

through evaporation. The lake is life for the people of
this village, governing most of their affairs just as the
ocean does in coastal towns. Don’t forget to try the
finger-licking tilapia served at some of the restaurants
by the lake, as well as the hot ugali with a little bit of
kachumbari.

TAKE A BOAT TO CENTRAL ISLAND
Lake Turkana can get rough at times, putting a
halt to activities, but the heavens smiled on us that
day and we were able to take a speedboat ride to
Central Island National Park, one of the gems of the
region. This volcanic island grows out of the water in
the middle of the lake. There are three crater lakes
in Central Island. One is known for its tilapia fish
another has thousands of flamingos and the third
is a breeding ground for crocodiles. You must climb
to the top to see the lake, so it’s important to wear
comfortable shoes. Though we didn’t do this, you can
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pitch a tent and stay overnight and enjoy the spectacular sunrises
and sunsets. You can go further to Sibiloi National Park, home to
significant archaeological sites.

VISIT THE FISHING TOWN OF KALOKOL
Taking its name from a Turkana word meaning ‘lots of fish’,
Kalokol is the centre of fishing activities in the county. The region
is hot, dry and dusty, permitting only restricted pastoral activities
and business development. The town has significantly grown
thanks to its flourishing fish industry, which has provided jobs
for the youth. The catch is either sold fresh, dried or processed
and ferried to distant markets like Rwanda and the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo. I loved mingling with the friendly
locals, who told me about the town and about their way of life.

County. The journey to the top of the hill isn’t easy, but it does
provide wonderful views of the town. The statue is at the top of
a sanctuary that stands for the Way of the Cross – the 14-step
Catholic devotion in memory of Christ’s last day on earth as a
man. It is said that the late president enjoyed spending time here
while on detention in Lodwar.

BUY A BASKET AT THE MARKET
The women of Turkana are industrious and it’s great to watch
them work intricately with colourful beads and reeds. For some
women, this has provided a way out of poverty. Be sure to visit
the town and see the women weaving their baskets – and you
can purchase one, too.

VISIT KENYATTA HOUSE/LODWAR MUSEUM

Belikova Oksana / Shutterstock.com

This house is a landmark of Kenya’s struggle against British
imperialism. It served as a detention camp for five of the
Kapenguria Six – including Jomo Kenyatta – who served their
sentence in Lokitaung prison. Kenyatta was detained in Lodwar
under house arrest soon after he was released from prison in
1959. The building was granted museum status to preserve this
piece of Kenyan history.

VIEW LODWAR FROM CHRIST THE
REDEEMER STATUE
Towering conspicuously on one of the many hills overlooking
Lodwar town, this figure of Jesus Christ with arms spread apart –
inspired by the one in Rio de Janeiro – is a landmark in Turkana

I loved mingling with the
friendly locals, who told me
about the town and about their
way of life”

60

Reasons Why I Love Kenya

TRAVEL
VISA INFORMATION

HEALTH

Most nationals require visas to enter East Africa. Citizens
from the five East African states require no visas while
those from the Common Market of East and Southern
Africa (COMESA) member states have relaxed entry
requirements into East Africa. However, East African
member states have their own visa requirements for various
nationals.

All passengers over 18 arriving in Kenya must present
proof of vaccination against Covid-19. Vaccinated travellers are not required to take a PCR test before travelling
to Kenya.

Kenya has signed reciprocal visa waiver treaties with a
number of countries. This means citizens of these countries
which have signed this are exempt from obtaining a visa for
Kenya for certain short-stay periods.
Citizens of over 40 countries are able to travel to Kenya
visa-free. Most of these nationalities are permitted a visa-exempt stay in Kenya of up to 90 days, although South
African and Malaysian passport holders are only allowed a
total stay of 30 days without a visa.
Although they do not need a visa for Kenya, the majority
of these foreign citizens are still required to have a passport
valid for at least 6 months on arrival to gain entry to the
country.
Citizens of Uganda and Rwanda can enter Kenya simply
by presenting a valid national ID card.
Depending on nationality, a traveller may be able to obtain
a Kenya eVisa through a simple online application, which
removes the need to apply for a travel document in person
from a Kenyan embassy or consulate.
In fact, all foreigners requiring a visa for entry into Kenya
must apply for one in advance via www.ecitizen.go.ke.
A visa is required by all visitors travelling to Kenya with
the exception of those who are nationals of a number of
countries, including – but not exclusive to – East African
Community Partner States (Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda,
United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda).
• Multiple entry: US$100
• East Africa Visa: US$100 (for travel between Kenya,
Uganda and Rwanda)
• Single entry: US$51
• Transit Visa: US$21
Persons aged 16 years and below will require a visa to enter
Kenya. Diplomatic, Official, Service and Courtesy visas will
continue to be issued Gratis. For more information, please
visit your relevant Kenya High Commission website.

Those intending to travel to Kenya must upload a vaccine
certificate to the Global Haven website before boarding a
flight.
See exemptions below for more information for unvaccinated travellers.
Unvaccinated travellers who meet the criteria for an
exemption from presenting proof of vaccination will
need to present a negative Covid-19 PCR test certificate,
conducted within 72 hours of departure, to enter or travel
through Kenya. Traveller must upload their negative
PCR test certificate to the Global Haven website before
boarding a flight.
Unvaccinated travellers may also be asked to take a
rapid antigen test on arrival. These tests will cost USD 30.
Anyone who tests positive may be asked to take a PCR
test at a cost of USD 50. Passengers aged under 5 are
exempt from these requirements.
Visitors must also fill in a traveller’s locator form before
travel on the Kenyan Ministry of Health web portal. On
arrival, travellers will be prompted and required to submit
daily health information on the Jitenge platform for 14
consecutive days.
If a traveller has been in, or transited through, South
Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Eswatini, Lesotho,
Namibia, Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi, Ghana or
Nigeria in the past 14 days, they may be required to
take a free rapid antigen test on arrival for surveillance
purposes.
Vaccination requirements for international travellers:
• Only valid yellow fever vaccination certificates are
required of all travellers over one year old, arriving from
yellow fever infected countries.
• Vaccinations for international travellers are obtainable
from all international air and seaports, city and major
municipal councils.
For more information visit www.magicalkenya.com
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Cityscape sunrise
over Nairobi

The Republic of Kenya derived its name from Mt. Kenya,
the tallest mountain in the country and the only snowcapped mountain on the equator. Its capital and largest
city is Nairobi (Nyrobi meaning “the place of cool waters
in Maa”) which has over five million inhabitants.

TIME

Other major cities include Kisumu and Mombasa, the
coastal capital and the largest port on the East African
Coast. Towns such as Eldoret and Nakuru are important
historical and cultural destinations on the tourism belt.

HOSPITALS AND DOCTORS

LOCATION
Kenya is located in East Africa and is bordered to the
South by Tanzania, to the West by Uganda, to the North
by Ethiopia and to the East by the Indian Ocean. The
country covers 581,309km² and has a population of
approximately fifty million people.

ELECTRICITY

GMT+3 all year round. Kenya maintains an almost
constant 12 hours of daylight. Sunrise is typically at 6:30am
and sunset at 6:45pm.

A broad selection of highly qualified doctors, surgeons
and dentists is available. Most hotels and lodges have
resident medical staff and also maintain contact with the
flying doctors service. Travellers are however encouraged to
discuss travel insurance with their specialists.

RELIGIONS
Major religions include Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
Sikhism and indigenous religions.

LANGUAGE

The country is supplied with 220-240 Volts AC with
standard 13amp three square pin plugs.

English is the official language and Kiswahili is the
national language. In addition, there are over 40 different
ethnic communities speaking over 80 different dialects.

OPERATING HOURS

CLIMATE

Generally, operating hours for most shops and businesses
are between 8:30am to 12:30pm and 2:00pm to 5:30pm
from Monday through Saturday. Many businesses are
opened on Saturdays till noon and there will be a few
operating shops on Sundays.

Generally, the coastal areas are hot and humid, the inland
cities are temperate and the Northern parts are dry.
Located on the equator, the weather in Kenya can vary
depending on the region.
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